
The Ethiopian Policy Makers’ Study Tour to China  
(April 14-20, 2007) 

 
1. Background 
 
The enormous experience of Eastern Asian countries in the development of the industry for 
bamboo production and processing has shown that these natural resources have an important 
potential for poverty reduction in developing countries.   
 
In Ethiopian context, bamboo supports the livelihoods of millions of local people in small-scale 
cottage industries since time immemorial. The country’s forest coverage has drastically declined 
from about 40% to about 3.56% at the moment and is still decreasing at an alarming rate. Thus, as 
bamboo is one of the non-timber forest products, it is very important as it can be a substitute for 
almost all timber products. It is also a commodity indigenous to various countries in Africa; 
Ethiopia, for example, hosts a total area of 1.3 million hectares of bamboo representing the largest 
bamboo source in Africa accounting 67% of the African bamboo resources, and about 7% of the 
world total. Therefore, the development of industrial utilization of bamboo in Ethiopia would 
help to solve problems of housing, furniture shortage and provide more job opportunities.  
 
Bamboo has additional advantages such as providing a link between rural and urban 
communities, employment generation, poverty reduction, environmental protection and 
community development. These benefits can not be tapped without understanding and realizing 
that this potential exists. Identifying and addressing the constraints for the development of the 
sector is also important besides the cooperation and coordination of various stakeholders as well 
as availability of sustainable training and other services to the beneficiaries. Moreover, ensuring a 
supportive enabling environment and devising the follow-up action is decisive.  
 
In light of these, 16 participants from 7 countries including Chinese politicians and potential 
investors in the bamboo sector and higher officials from Ethiopia and Kenya have jointly attended 
this Study Tour in China. Visits were made to different bamboo products manufacturing 
companies, ornamental bamboo plantations, bamboo botanical garden and museum, micro 
bamboo enterprises and the product laboratory. Furthermore, the team has participated in various 
workshops with local politicians and potential investors in the perspective of bamboo 
development. Accordingly, the policy makers along with the National Project Coordinator for the 
project in Ethiopia shared excellent and enormous experiences from different bamboo based 
industries and from the constructive discussions and dialogues with local politicians and decision 
makers on bamboo policy and strategic considerations and its sustainable utilization for the 
development of the country. 
 
2. Theme 
 
The theme of the study tour is to initiate a policy dialogue to Ethiopian higher officials on the 
potential of bamboo to contribute to sustainable development in the country with the view of: 

 Promoting the development of an enabling environment for realizing the potential of the   
bamboo industries in Ethiopia 

 Creating knowledge and interest about the sector among bilateral and multilateral 
development cooperation agencies and organizations 

 Attracting investments to the sector 
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3. Outlook of the Study Tour and Experiences gained 
 

Below is a brief summary of the study tour and the experiences gained:  
Zhejiang Province is situated along the shore of the Eastern Sea. There are about thirty genera 
and four hundred varieties of bamboos in Zhejiang. There are many thousands of bamboo articles. 
They have been sold around the world, creating an annual output of RMB 12 billion Yuan (USD 
1.6 billion) in 2002. In other words, Zhejiang is the native place and the kingdom of bamboos. 
 
In cooperation with the International Network foe bamboo and Rattan (INBAR), the United 
Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) jointly with CFC organized a Bamboo 
Study Tour in Zhejiang province of China which was conducted from 15th-20th April, 2007. 16 
participants from 7 countries (Ethiopia, Kenya, Rwanda, Australia, Malaysia, Netherlands and 
India) joined the study tour and witnessed the achievements of Chinese bamboo development 
over the last 27 years. 
 
The Bamboo Study Tour aims at raising awareness on the importance of bamboo as a valuable 
non-timber forest product and promoting the industrial development of bamboos. The tour 
included many bamboo based sectors ranging from research institute to bamboo plantation, from 
manufacturing and processing to eco-tourism. The participants visited bamboo high-yielding 
plantation, factories of bamboo panel and flooring, shoot processing and curtain making, as well 
as the Research Institute of Subtropical Forestry of Chinese Academy of Forestry, Zhejang 
Forestry College, Anji bamboo botanical garden which is the biggest one in the world and China 
Bamboo Museums during the course. 
 
During the two workshops, the local politicians and experts introduced applicable policies and 
technologies on bamboo sector development. The Ethiopian delegates have also invited Chinese 
bamboo enterprises to invest in African bamboo sector while meeting Chinese bamboo 
enterprisers.  
 
The participants were deeply impressed by the economic, social and ecological benefits that are 
brought about by bamboo sustainable development. Many government officials from African 
countries expressed their eagerness in learning from Chinese bamboo experiences to promote the 
development of bamboo industries in their own country.  
 

4. Meeting Perspective of Ethiopian & Chinese officials in Beijing 
 
Host - H.E. Mr. Wang Chao, Assistant Minister, Ministry of Commerce of the People’s Republic 

of China 
Chief guest - H.E. Mr. Ahmed Nasser, State Minister, Ministry of Agriculture and Rural 

Development of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia 
Observers - Mr. Haile-Kiros Gessesse, Ambassador of the Federal Republic of Ethiopia to China 

& Dr J. Coosje Hoogendoorn, Director General of INBAR (International Network for 
Bamboo and Rattan); Mr. Kebede Shiferaw, Director General, FeMSEDA, Ethiopia; 
Mr. Amare Worku, Head, Forestry, Land use, Soil Conservation Department; and 
Mr. Melaku Tadesse, National Project Coordiantor for the Eastern Africa Bamboo 
Project- Ethiopia 

 

Here are some of the outcomes of the meeting: 
• Both sides exchanged messages of friendship and willingness to cooperate. 
• Within the framework of this visit, just after a visit to the bamboo industry in the Zhejiang 

province in Southern China, Ethiopia put forward a request for the development of the 
bamboo sector in Ethiopia based on a continuation of the collaboration between Ethiopia, 
China and INBAR. 
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• China supported the request within the framework of the already strong collaboration in the 
field of agriculture between China and Ethiopia and acknowledged the great potential of 
bamboo in this collaboration given the fact that Ethiopia has considerable bamboo resources,  

• The visit of the Chinese delegation to Ethiopia in December 2006 which included a national 
bamboo workshop was acknowledged. 

• The history of successful training on bamboo in Ethiopia by Chinese experts was mentioned 
• China will give serious consideration to the idea of including a centre for bamboo in the 

envisaged Agricultural Development Centre (ADC). A Chinese delegation will be sent soon 
to Ethiopia to discuss the organization of the ADC.  

• CFC/UNIDO and INBAR’s continuous involvement in the sector was acknowledged and 
encouraged by China. 

• Ethiopia expressed her/its satisfaction with the remarks and suggestions of China, and 
reminded those present of the importance of an update of the bamboo resource assessment in 
Ethiopia as the basis for the successful development of the sector. 

 

4.1 Participants from Ministry of Commerce (MOC) include;  
 

1. H.E. Mr. Wang Chao, Assistant Minister, MOC; Tel: (8610) 65198276, 
Address: No. 2 Dong Chang An Street, Beijing 100731 China 

 

2. Mr. Yu Jianhua,  Director General of Department of International Trade and Economic 
Affairs, MOC; Tel: (8610) 65197246; Fax: (8610) 65197903; 

Email: jhyu@mofcom.gov.cn; Address: No. 2 Dong Chang An Street, Beijing  100731 China 
 

3. Mr. Zhou Yabin, Director General of Department of West Asian and African Affairs, 
MOC; Tel: (8610) 65197749; Fax: (8610) 65197908; Email: 

zhouyabin@mofcom.gov.cn; Address: No. 2 Dong Chang An Street, Beijing  100731 China 
 

4. Mme. Sai Sanxia, Deputy Director General of Department of Aid to Foreign Countries, 
MOC; Tel: (8610) 65197787; Fax: (8610) 65197905; 

Address: No. 2 Dong Chang An Street, Beijing 100731 China 
 

5. Mr. Li Qiang, Division Director of Department of International Trade and Economic 
Affairs, MOC; Tel: (8610) 65197713; Fax: (8610) 65197712; 

Email: liqiang@mofcom.gov.cn; Address: No. 2 Dong Chang An Street, Beijing 100731 
China 

 

From the Ethiopian Embassy 
6. H.E. Mr. Hailekiros Gessesse, Ambassador;  
7. Mr. Eyassu Dalle, Minister Counsellor 
Contact details of the Embassy Tel; (8610) 65325258; Fax: (8610) 65325591; Address: No 3 
Xiu Shui Nan Jie, Jian Guo Men Wai, Beijing 100600, China 

 

5. Program agenda of the study Tour 
During the study tour, various kinds of activities relating to bamboo were prearranged such as 

• Visits to the following sites: 
- Bamboo products manufacturing companies,  
- Ornamental bamboo plantations,  
- Bamboo botanical garden and museum,  
- Micro bamboo enterprises,  
- Product laboratory and 
- Bamboo research center 

• Conducting various workshops and meetings with: 
- Local politicians and potential investors  
- Higher officials from China and the Ethiopian diplomatic corps in China 
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5.1. Itinerary of Bamboo Study Tour Zhejiang, 14-20, April 2007 
14-15.04  Arrival on 15.04 Sunday and stay in Hangzhou Hotel  

7:30 Breakfast  
8:00-9:00  Dasso Bamboo Floor Co.Ltd http://www.china-bamboo-flooring.cn/  
9:00-10:30 Visiting the Research Institute of Subtropical Forestry, Chinese Academy of 

Forestry 
10:30-13:30 Driving to Lin’an County, lunch 

16.04 Monday 
 

13:30-18:00 Visiting Bamboo forest for shoot and Tihuyuan ornamental bamboo garden 
7:30 Breakfast  
8:00-12:00 Visiting Kangxin bamboo shoot-processing factory 

http://www.linanwindow.com/sun/kangxin/company.htm  
12:30-13:30     Lunch in Qianwang Hotel  
13:30-16:30 Visiting the product laboratory of Zhejiang forestry college  

http://www.zjfc.edu.cn/  
Workshop with local politicians and experts 

16:30-18:00 Driving to Anji County 

17.04 Tuesday 

18:00-19:00 Dinner  
7:30 Breakfast  
8:00-9:00 Visiting Anji Xueqiang Bamboo Mat and Curtain Co Ltd 

http://www.lfmachine.com/english/machine.htm  
9:00-10:30 Bamboo Botanic Garden and Museum 
10:30-11:30 Visiting AnjiYafeng bamboo Co Ltd (Flooring) 

http://www.yafengbamboo.com/en/index.asp   

18.04 
Wednesday 

11:30-13:30 Lunch 
14:00-15:00 Bamboo Sea Movie Base and Micro bamboo enterprises 
15:00-16:00 Visiting Jianzhong Bamboo Co Ltd (Bamboo Charcoal and Bamboo 

Vinegar)  
http://www.bamboocarbon.com/aboutus.asp?lang=english  

16:00-16:30 Visit Shengshi Bio-products Co Ltd (Bamboo flavones) 
http://www.shengshi-bio.com/english/index.html  

16:30 - 18:00 Bamboo products market, Bamboo fiber products store and bamboo 
handicraft store  

 

18:00-19:00 Dinner  
7:30 Breakfast  
8:00-9:00 Visiting Chenbao Bamboo Co Ltd (Bamboo Concrete Board)  
9:00-10 : 00 Visiting Yongyu Bamboo Co Ltd (Bamboo Flooring) 

http://www.zjgsqi.com.cn/redian/ajyyzm/  
10:00-11:00 Visiting Anji Jitai Bamboo Machinery Co. Ltd 
11:00 -12:00 Visiting Anji Huachun Bamboo Co. Ltd (Bamboo Furniture) 
12:00-13:30 Lunch  

19.04 Thursday 

13:30-16:30 Workshop with policy maker and potential investors 
 16:30-18:00 Driving to Hangzhou   
20.04 Friday 7:30 Breakfast  
 8:00-10:00 Silk Museum  
 10:00-12:00 West Lake tour  in Hangzhou  
 12:00-13:30 Lunch 
 13:30-15:00 Driving to Hangzhou airport 
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6. List of Delegates and Participants 
 NAME  Contact  COUNTRY AND TITLE  
1.  AHMED NASSER Address: ADDIS ABABA, 

ETHIOPIA MEXICO 
SQUARE COFFEE & TEA 
BLDG. FLOOR #10  
Tel: 251 11 554 68 05/6, 251 
911 04 50 41
Email: nass_ah6@yahoo.com
 or moard_nr@ethionet.et 

State Minister, Ministry of 
Agriculture and Rural,                         
Ethiopia  
 

2.  AMARE WORKU Address: ADDIS ABABA, 
ETHIOPIA MEXICO 
SQUARE COFFEE & TEA 
BLDG. FLOOR #10  
Post code: P. O. Box  62347
Tel: 251 11 554 68 10 
Fax: 251 11 554 6804 
Email: amarewa@yahoo.com  

Department Head, Ministry of 
Agriculture and Rural Development 
, Ethiopia  
 

3.  Melaku Tadesse Address: ADDIS ABABA, 
ETHIOPIA MEXICO 
SQUARE COFFEE & TEA 
BLDG. FLOOR #8
Post code:  
Tel: +251 11 554 4587/8, 251 
911 65 59 76
Fax: +251 11 554 45 87 
Email: 
melaku.tadesse@ethionet.et

 National Project Coordinator, 
Ministry of Agriculture and Rural 
Development, Ethiopia 
 

4.  KEBEDE SHIFERAW Address: Addis Ababa, 
ETHIOPIA 
Post code: 1463 
Tel: 011 5153679
Fax: 011 5518435

General Manager, FeMSEDA, 
Addis Ababa 
Ethiopia  

Email: femseda @ 
ethionet.et

 

5.  Antony Mwangi Maina Address:       P.O.Box 30513 
Post Code:    00100 
Tel:               254 722 860127 
Fax:              254 020 3764249 
Email:          mainaam2000@ya
hoo.com or 
ammaina@forestry.go.ke

Senior Conservator of Forests 
Organization: Kenya Forest 
Service� Kenya 
 

6.  Dr Paul Kipkorir Konuche Address:       P.O.Box 20412 
Post Code:    00200 
Tel:               254 722 763050 
Fax:               
Email: kefri@nbi.ispkenya.com

Director, Kenya Forestry Research 
Institute, Nairobi, Kenya. 
 

7.  James Legelisho Ole 
Kiyiapi 

Address:       NHIF 
BUILDING, RAGATI ROAD, 
P.O.Box 30126 
Post Code:    00100 

 Permanent Secretary MENR, 
Ministry of Environment and 
Natural Resources, Kenya 
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Tel:               254 2730808 
Fax:              254 2710015 
Email:       

8.  Ms. Anjuli Agarwal Address: Agricultural 
Research Station, Majhera, 
Garampani, Nainital, 
(Uttarakhand) India  
Post code: 263135 
Tel: +919412327754 
Fax: 05942 245538 
Email: 
anjulit@rediffmail.com 

Associate Professor, G B Pant 
University of Ag. & Technology, 
Pantnagar, Nainital, 
(Uttarakhand) India 
 

9.  VAN TRI HUYNH  Address: 14 FIRST AVE, 
CANLEY VALE 
Post code:2166 
Tel: +61-2-98237833 Mob: 
+61-412-152-838 
Fax: +61-2-9754-2457 
Email: 
THUYNH@BIGPOND.NET.A
U 

T&A SKILLS CARE SERVICE 
PTY LTD� T&A SKILLS CARE 
SERVICE PTY LTD�Australia 
 

10.  CHARLES HUYNH  Address: 525 CABRAMATTA 
ROAD, CABRMATTA WEST 
Post code: 2166 
Tel: +61-2-98237833  
Fax: +61-2-9754-2457 

Email: 
THUYNH@BIGPOND.NET.AU
 

T&A SKILLS CARE SERVICE 
PTY LTD� T&A SKILLS CARE 
SERVICE PTY LTD, Australia 
 

11.  PETER NANSIAN ANAK 
NGUSIE 

Address: __Cg204 BATU 
KAWAH NEW TOWNSHIP, 
JALAN BATU KAWA,  
KUCHING, SARAWAK, 
MALAYSIA  
Post code:__93250  
Tel: _+6082461757 
Fax: _+6082460757 
Email: 
jbsb2005@streamyx.com  

REDEEMs Sarawak Malaysia 
 

12.  Johnek Henry  Address: __PEJABAT 
KESIHATAN BAHAGIAN, 
JALAN KEJATAU  
                   SRI AMAN, 
SARAWAK, MALAYSIA  
 Post code:__9500  
 Tel: _+6083322176 
 Fax: _+6083322933 Email: 
jhnkhenry@yahoo.com  

REDEEMs Sarawak Malaysia 
 

13.  RUGERO Paulin Address: Kigali - Rwanda  
Post code: BP 319 Kigali 

Vice President of Handcraft 
Chamber,Rwanda Private sector 
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Tel:  
Fax: (250) 583532 
Email:  

Federation 
 

14.  Mujawayezu Jacqueline 
 

Address: Kigali - Rwanda 
Post code: BP 319 
Tel: 250 08586515 
Email: 
mujawayezujacky@yahoo.fr 
Fax: 250 583532 

Title: Business woman 
Organization: Rwanda Private 
Sector Federation 
 

15.  GASANA B. Aloys  Organization: TEXFAM Sarl_ 

Address: Kigali - Rwanda  

Post code:  PO Box 2734 Kigali 

Tel: 250 08519872 

Email: gtexfam@yahoo.com.au 

16.  Dr. COOSJE 
HOOGENDOORN  

 Director General, INBAR 
 

17.  Dr. Fu Jinhe/   Programme Officer INBAR 
18.  Song Shuang   Programme Officer INBAR  
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